
This is a list of (in my opinion) good conversation topics and brain teasers for a party. I got many 

of these questions from the New York Times, other sources and good conversations. Compiled 

by Sabrina Sixta. 

 

1. Tell me something that is true that almost no one else agrees with you on. 

 

2. Should schools offer cash bonus’ for good test scores? 

 

3. Do you have good manners? 

 

4. Do you trust your government? 

 

5. Do  presidential candidates need to be good debators? 

 

6. Which is more important talent or hard work? 

 

7. Should charities focus more on Canada? 

 

8. Do university rankings matter? 

 

9. Should companies collect information about you? 

 

10. Why do you share photos? 

 

11. How necessary is a college education? 

 

12. Does Mitt Romney’s high school bullying matter? 

 

13. What cuts should cash strapped school make? 



 

14. Are you doing what you believe in or are you settling for what you are doing? 

 

15. The brakes of the train that Casey Jones is driving have just failed. There are five people 

on the track ahead of the train. There is no way that they can get off the track before the 

train hits them. The track has a siding leading off to the right, and Casey can hit a button 

to direct the train onto it. Unfortunately, there is one person stuck on the siding. Casey 

can turn the train, killing one person; or he can allow the train to continue onwards, 

killing five people. Should he turn the train (1 dead); or should he allow it to keep going 

(5 dead)? 

 

16. Marty Bakerman is on a footbridge above the train tracks. He can see that the train 

approaching the bridge is out of control, and that it is going to hit five people who are 

stuck on the track just past the bridge. The only way to stop the train is to drop a heavy 

weight into its path. The only available heavy enough weight is a (very) fat man, who is 

also watching the train from the footbridge. Marty can push the fat man onto the track 

into the path of the train, which will kill him but save the five people already on the track; 

or he can allow the train to continue on its way, which will mean that the five will die. 

Should he push the fat man onto the track (1 dead); or allow the train to continue (5 

dead)? 

 

17. Imagine a stretch of beach a mile long on which two ice cream vendors want to sell ice 

cream. The flavors they offer and the prices they charge are the same, so sunbathers (who 

are spread out evenly over the beach) go to the closest cart. The question for the two 

vendors (independently) is, “where should they set up their carts to get the most 

customers?” 

 

18. Nothing is more useful than water: but it will purchase scarce anything; scarce anything 

can be had in exchange for it. A diamond, on the contrary, has scarce any value in use; 

but a very great quantity of other goods may frequently be had in exchange for it. 

 

19. A Cretan sails to Greece and says to some Greek men who are standing upon the shore: 

"All Cretans are liars." Did he speak the truth, or did he lie? 

 

 



20. A business man was in a village for a meeting. He had time to spare before the meeting, 

so he decided to get a haircut. He looked at a street map and was surprised to find that 

there were only two barbers in town, right across the road from each other. He walked 

across the village and came to the two barber shops. He went into the first one and was 

shocked by the dirtiness and the hair everywhere. The place was a mess! He looked at the 

barber and the barber had a really messy haircut all in his face and uneven. He went 

across the street to the other barber and saw the place was immaculate, clean and shining 

like new. The barber was nicely dressed and had a dazzling haircut: it was perfect. 

However, the man walked across the street and got his haircut at the shabby barbers. 

Why?  

 

21. A king is having a party with 1000 bottles of wine. 1 month before the party, someone 

sneaks into the winery and poisons one bottle of wine with poison that will show no signs 

that the person is poisoned, but 3 weeks later they will drop dead instantly. The king has 

10 servants that he doesn't care if they die or live. Using these 10, how does the king find 

the poisoned bottle of wine before the party? 

 

22. Is the grading system used in high school effective? 

 

23. Are beauty pageants a way to objectifying women? 

 

24. Does money motivate people more than any other factor in the workplace? 

 

25. Is it better to be honest and poor or dishonest and rich? 

 

26. Is it better to date someone attractive and popular or intelligent? 

 

27. Should company impose quotas to get more women in the boardroom? 

 

28. Is democracy the most efficient regime for long term prosperity? 


